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By ADRIANE QUINLAN

Adam Distenfeld was driving
by a construction pit on Nostrand
Avenue in Brooklyn a few weeks
ago and couldn’t resist. Mr. Dis-
tenfeld, 48, is a sculptor who pre-
fers granite gneiss — the banded
metamorphic rock found beneath
swaths of New York City — and
in the Nostrand pit he saw a boul-
der of it. He had never seen one
larger. He needed it. But you try
convincing your girlfriend that
your studio, which already looks
like the Flintstones’ prop room,
just needs one more boulder.

“I was like, ‘The whole point
about me growing as an artist is I
have to grow in all of these differ-
ent directions,’” Mr. Distenfeld
recalled saying.

On the boulder, the girlfriend
didn’t budge. But she did let him
collect a few of the smaller rocks,
which the site’s foreman dropped
off at Mr. Distenfeld’s Brooklyn
Rockwerks, a 2,800-square-foot
garage studio in Bushwick.

Mr. Distenfeld, a slight, over-
eager eccentric who wears rock
dust in his hair, has become a
friend to foremen on excavation
and construction sites because he
saves lots of money and long
hauls. Demolition recycling cen-
ters charge per pound. “If I say ‘I
want that rock’ and you can kind
of tell it weighs almost 900
pounds,” Mr. Distenfeld ex-
plained, “it’s a no-brainer.” 

And the rocks have been very
good indeed to Mr. Distenfeld,
who has mined a recycle-happy,
all-natural-friendly cultural mo-
ment to build his commercial ca-
reer. American University re-
cently awarded him a commis-
sion to create a piece out of rocks
it dug out of the foundation of a
new building. A co-op in Elm-
hurst, Queens, that commis-
sioned a rock garden by Mr. Dis-
tenfeld chose him in part because
the work would be made of recy-
cled materials.

“We needed someone who
could make a fountain which was
not like the old Italian style or
whatever,” said Cita Sutnar, who
sits on the board of directors of
the co-op, Grandview Towers.
“Something contemporary. And
it’s feng shui.”

As his end of Brooklyn has gen-
trified over the past decade, Mr.
Distenfeld has had a field day. He

recalls when the lot across the
street was up for grabs before it
was renovated to a solid wall of
town homes. Luckily, he collected
the rocks before they were
hauled off. One ended up as a
fountain for a summer home on
Shelter Island. A Fort Greene
rock ended up in a Carroll Gar-
dens fountain, and other boulders
found their way to East River
condos and Park Slope restau-
rants.

Through the center of Mr. Dis-
tenfeld’s studio there is a slim
path through a wilderness of
stones, coated in uniform gray
dust. “These things are consid-

ered obstacles,” he said, resting
on one he named for the ancient
Semitic god Baal. “No! This is
what you pray to!”

Mr. Distenfeld, who spent
much of his childhood on the
Lower East Side making sculp-
tures out of tape and coat hang-
ers, fell in love with rocks where
most people learn to hate them —
digging up the backyard of a
home he bought in Greenpoint
some years back. “I am pulling
out all these rocks, and I was like,
‘Rocks, huh!’”

He likes to spend slow days
wandering around and looking at
his rocks. He stares at them to
figure out what they “need.” To
achieve a finished sculpture, he
will score the surface or core
through, so that one can have the
feeling of peeking inside an an-
cient stone. When he feels like it’s
done, it’s done — a process that
can take anywhere from three
days, his fastest, to 10 years.
“What I really want is to get to
the heart of the rock,” Mr. Disten-
feld said. 

Interested in archaeology and

early religion, he sees his work in
the context of ancient stone al-
tars on which sacrifices were giv-
en, but also in the context of
Brooklyn in the year 402,011 A.D.

“I know that there might not be
any humans in 400,000 years,”
Mr. Distenfeld said, smiling. “Be-
cause the sun’s going to go nova
and the entire solar system will
become a black hole, so at some
point the planet’s going to ex-
plode and be blown up by the sun
explosion. But maybe — maybe
— pieces of these,” he said, ges-
turing out to the flock of rocks
spread before him, “will be in
space and some alien race is look-
ing at it and going, ‘What do you
think that is?’ And the other one
is saying, ‘I don’t know.’”

A Heavy Nuisance Becomes a Sculptor’s Niche 

and I took a bus up First Avenue
en route to the American Mu-
seum of Natural History. The bus
driver seemed a humorless,
stone-faced New Yorker (Bronx
accent).

My husband had paid the fare
($2.25) when I noticed the sign
“Seniors $1.10.” I remarked that
we should pay that, and asked
the driver what to do. “Go sit
down” was the answer.

Two stops later, an older wom-
an was struggling to get on with a
small suitcase. The driver put the
brake on, got off, lifted the bag on
the bus — still no expression or
words. I said to the woman that
he’s a nice bus driver, and she re-
plied, yes, indeed. (No reaction
from the driver.)

A couple of stops later a couple
got on, obviously lost and having
trouble understanding or speak-
ing English. The driver very sto-
ically (and patiently) — again ex-
pressionless — figured out where
they wanted to go. In a few stops,
he told them to get off and where
to go from there.

As he got back in the driver’s
seat, he turned to us and said:
“That’s my last good deed for to-
day. I’ve used up my quota.” And
drove off — still deadpan.

Eloise Andrus

DEAR DIARY:
Northeast corner of 59th

Street and Fifth Avenue.
My wife and I had just crossed
the street, and I noticed that a
shiny new red convertible had
pulled up to the crosswalk. I
stared longingly at the obviously
pricey vehicle, which was proba-
bly fresh from a stint on display
at the Auto Show, trying to deter-
mine its make and model.

As I continued to stare, I no-

ticed that a police officer who was
right behind us was also eyeing
the flashy car.

“Do you know what it is, offi-
cer?” I asked as he approached
us.

“What?” he replied, not com-
prehending.

“The car,” I said. “The car. Do
you know what make it is?”

“Oh, the car!” he said. “I’m sor-
ry, I didn’t notice it. I was staring
at the pretty blonde in the car.”

Frank P. Tomasulo

Dear Diary:
While I was sitting on the sub-

way in mid-June, a man in his
30s, who was pushing a stroller
with a baby in it and who had an-
other baby strapped to his chest,
sat down opposite me. 

The woman next to me asked,
“Are they twins?” He said that
they were and that they were 7
months old. 

The same woman next to me
said, “Oh, I have twins, two boys

age 13.” 
The woman next to her ex-

claimed, “Oh, I have twins, two
boys age 11.” 

The man standing up in the
doorway said, “Oh, I am a twin
and I have twins, a boy and a
girl.” 

At that point, I weighed in, “Oh,
I have 38-year-old twin boys.”

At that moment, a woman sit-
ting nearby jumped up and
yelled, “I am out of here!” And
she stomped down the train car.
Everyone in the subway car
broke out in laughter.

Mark Edelman

Dear Diary:
Every time I see one of Lord &

Taylor’s full-page ads with its
new slogan, “Oh My Lord & Tay-
lor,” I think of the following poem
my mother, the children’s-book
author Alice Low, wrote and sent
to the president of the store dec-
ades ago when all other efforts to
straighten out a bill had failed.
(This worked.)

DEAR LORD & TAYLOR:

You used to be my favorite
store, 

But you have made mistakes
galore. 

I sent two presents to my son
For Christmas, birthday — he

got none!
I sent myself two negligees
To lounge around in on a chaise. 
But did they come? No, they did

not!
A bill for them was all I got!
I ordered, too, a sweater (blue), 
No sweater came — the bill is

due. 
Oh my Taylor! Oh my Lord! 
Your prices I can ill afford. 
$170 is quite a sum
To pay for clothes that did not

come!

Katherine Low

Dear Diary:
While visiting a friend in the

East Village in May, my husband

METROPOLITAN DIARY 

Observations for this column may
be sent to Metropolitan Diary at 
diary@nytimes.com or to The
New York Times, 620 Eighth Ave-
nue, New York, N.Y. 10018. Please
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number; on request, names may
be withheld in print. Submissions
become the property of The Times
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may republish them in all media. 

News and
conversa-

tion from the
five boroughs:
nytimes.com/cityroom

City Room

PHOTOGRAPHS BY RUTH FREMSON/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Above, sculptures made by Adam Distenfeld, left, on the roof of
his studio in Bushwick, Brooklyn. He fell in love with rocks af-
ter digging up the backyard of a home he bought years ago.

Aug. 14, 2011

Midday New York Numbers
— 802; Lucky Sum — 10 
Midday New York Win 4 —
8930; Lucky Sum — 20 
New York Numbers — 021;
Lucky Sum — 3 
New York Win 4 — 7529;
Lucky Sum — 23
New York Take 5 — 2, 12, 14,
21, 23
New York Pick 10 — 8, 11, 13,
16, 17, 19, 25, 26, 30, 32, 37, 50,
54, 59, 60, 61, 64, 71, 72, 79
Midday New Jersey Pick 3
— 211
Midday New Jersey Pick 4
— 1803
New Jersey Pick 3 — 231
New Jersey Pick 4 — 7219
New Jersey Cash 5 — 10, 19,
22, 24, 26
Connecticut Midday 3 — 260
Connecticut Midday 4 —
8215
Connecticut Daily — 557
Connecticut Play 4 — 7006
Connecticut Cash 5 — 9, 21,
27, 31, 32

Aug. 13, 2011

New York Lotto — 13, 14, 17,
25, 34, 48; Bonus, 37
New York Take 5 — 12, 15, 24,
25, 33

Lottery Numbers

59th St/400 E, # 5A. Sutton Prwr Beauty.
1BR renov apt in F/S coop. 5 lrg clsts,
windwd kit & bth. Maint $1351 Ask $629 K
Excl: M. McCarron 212-570-2440 Stribling

1-all Mnhtn Luxury Towers No Fee
Uptwn 212-535-0500 Dwntn 212-430-5900

BUILDER OWNER MANAGER
GlenwoodNYC.com

62nd East $2100 1 BR
EVERYTHING NEW!!

Renov, Brite, Open kit. W/D on flr. Call
for details. Sindi.......................917-293-0123

djkresidential.com
66St East No Fee Lux Glass Tower
Spacious 2BD/2BTH Central Park Views
Health Club, 24Hr Concierge, & Garage
$6,900 212-249-0303

Brooklyn Heights Web #: 0135204

Showing All Week By Appt
Five story, double width, Greek-Revival
townhouse built on Country villa plan
double parlor, columned Charleston
style porch. Magnificent garden, 18
beautiful rooms, 11 BR/7.5 Bths, 11 FPs,
prvt driveway 50x100 lot. $15.9M

KAREN HEYMAN, 646.431.5764
ALAN HEYMAN, 516.724.0857

SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/NYC

SAGAPONACK, 5-6 BR contemp.
Ocean access, pool, elev & roof deck

w/ great views of ocean & pond. Aug 22
to Labor Day or part. 631-537-8016.

Jewelry - Goldsmith (NY, NY) for
Gurhan New York, Inc. Create jewelry
designs using the Anatolia and Byzan-
tium style combination of gold metal-
smithing. Design and hand-craft rings,
bracelets, and lockets using gold and
other precious metals in accordance
with Anatolia and Byzantium styles. Di-
rect operations of the manufacturing
team, implement goldsmith tech-
niques, inspect and approve materials
for workshop use. Provide technical as-
sistance to workshop employees. Com-
municate features and design intrica-
cies to sales and marketing teams to
enhance product familiarity. Hrs: 9-5,
Salary: $43,495.00/yr. Submit resumes
to: Recruitment and Employment Of-
fice, Gurhan New York, Inc., Attn: Job
Ref #: GUR70143, PO Box 56625,
Atlanta, GA 30303.

MARSHAL'S EXECUTION SALE
PUBLIC AUCTION

Re: Parking Violations VS Various
Judgment Debtors I Will Sell At
Public Auction for City Marshal

Richard A. Capuano , By Arthur Vigar
Auctioneer DCA #0767619 On Wednes-

day, August 17 , 2011 at 2:00 PM. At
Ken Ben Ind. 364 Maspeth Avenue

Brooklyn, New York. All R/T/I in & to
the Following Vehicles :

06 BMW WBAVD13556KV07977
99 CHRYSL 2C3HE66G6XH776901
98 CHEVR 1GCDM19W0WB167488
92 VOLVO YV1JS883XN1054008
95 CHEVR 1GAFG35K1SF189333
97 JEEP 1J4GZ58Y6VC761787
99 DODGE 2B4GP44G1XR212038
96 NISSAN JN1CA21D0TT705930
96 TOYOTA JT3HP10V4T0071369
93 NISSAN 4N2DN11W4PD809321
01 LINC 1LNHM81W61Y710592
98 TOYOTA 4T3ZF13C0WU020125
98 PONTI 1G2HX52K0WH200658
99 MERCED 4JGAB72E0XA098916
01 FORD 1FMPU16L51LA35414
00 MAZDA JM3LW28G8Y0154760
98 CHEVR 1GNEK13R8WJ313159
94 VW 3VWRC81H7RM070023
00 CHRYSL 2C4GJ44R3YR680036
96 SATURN 1G8ZK5275TZ253432
97 NISSAN JN1CA21D5VM516364
00 GMC 1GDGG31W1Y1184235
99 DODGE 2B4GP44R0XR258722
00 MERC 3MEFM66L4YM600580
91 TOYOTA 4T1SV21E6MU341932
01 DODGE 1B3EJ46XX1N587182
92 FORD 1FTDF15Y1NNB14863
98 NISSAN JN1CA21D0WM920092
98 TOYOTA 4T3ZF13C4WU047473

Following Vehicles Sold With Liens
98 MAZDA 1YVGF22D0W5688631
97 HONDA 1HGCD7200VA005712

Following Vehicles Sold As Salvage
03 FORD 1FAFP44473F367415

City Marshal Richard A. Capuano
CASH ONLY Inspect 1/2 Hr Prior to Sale

Phone (718) 478-0400

MARSHAL'S EXECUTION SALE
PUBLIC AUCTION

Re: Parking Violations VS Various
Judgment Debtors I Will Sell At
Public Auction for City Marshal

Stephen W. Biegel By Arthur Vigar
Auctioneer DCA#0767619 On Wednes-

day, August 17, 2011 At 11:00AM, At
Americal Collision Inc. 2880 Exterior St,

Bronx, New York. All R/T/I in & to the
Following Vehicles:

99 CHEVR 1GNEK13R2XR100324
99 DODGE 2B6HB11Y6XK535483
03 SATURN 5GZCZ43D13S823665
90 HONDA 1HGCB7650LA077292
97 HONDA 1HGCD5602VA234584
99 DODGE 2B6HB11Z8XK550057
98 PLYM 1P4GP45R3WB702931
00 INFINITI JNKCA31A7YT115481
99 SAAB YS3DF58N0X2005400
98 CHEVR 1GNEK13R2WJ358369
96 FORD 1FMDU32P7TZA71192
03 FORD 1FMZU82K43UA7512
97 HONDA 1HGCE1890VA003569
03 TOYOTA 2T1KR32E53C002703
99 CHRYSL 1C4GP54L7XB634691
97 DODGE 2B4FP2538VR416781
97 JEEP 1J4GZ58Y3VC530667
02 MERC 4M2ZU86E12UJ02300
99 PLYM 2P4GP44R8XR269157
95 TOYOTA 4T1GB11E9SU045793
05 HONDA 5FNRL38285B020754
04 FORD 1FMYU02134DA17513
08 NISSAN 1N4AL21E08N516722

Following Vehicles Sold With Liens
97 ACURA JH4KA9648VC005018
03 DODGE 1D4GP453X3B298086
09 CHRYSL 3A8FY58969T559189
05 LINCOLN 1LNHM86S05Y633567
07 HYUND KMHDU46DX7U160991
CASH ONLY Inspect › Hr. Prior To Sale

City Marshal Stephen W. Biegel
Badge #27 Phone (718) 933-1391

CO−OPS & CONDOS
MANHATTAN

EASTSIDE
(820)

Manhattan Apts. Unfurnished
Three, Four & Five Rms. 878

Brooklyn
Houses for Sale 1105

Hamptons & North Fork
Rentals 2320

Help Wanted 2600

MARSHAL /
SHERIFF
SALES

(3650)
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