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ADVERTISEMENT

A Heavy Nuisance Becomes a Sculptor’s Niche

By ADRIANE QUINLAN SN £ : o
Adam Distenfeld was driving - ‘*’Q\?\:\Q‘; : d :

by a construction pit on Nostrand
Avenue in Brooklyn a few weeks
ago and couldn’t resist. Mr. Dis-
tenfeld, 48, is a sculptor who pre-
fers granite gneiss — the banded
metamorphic rock found beneath
swaths of New York City — and
in the Nostrand pit he saw a boul-
der of it. He had never seen one
larger. He needed it. But you try
convincing your girlfriend that
your studio, which already looks
like the Flintstones’ prop room,
just needs one more boulder.

“I was like, ‘The whole point
about me growing as an artist is I
have to grow in all of these differ-
ent directions,” Mr. Distenfeld
recalled saying.

On the boulder, the girlfriend
didn’t budge. But she did let him
collect a few of the smaller rocks,
which the site’s foreman dropped
off at Mr. Distenfeld’s Brooklyn
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Plan your week with this guide to select events taking
place in neighborhoods across the city.

This Week in the Community, compiled and presented by
the Community Affairs department of The New York Times,
appears every Monday.
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learn basic Okinawan dance

: forms and hand gestures, using

Rockwerks, a 2,800-square-foot
garage studio in Bushwick.

Mr. Distenfeld, a slight, over-
eager eccentric who wears rock
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Films@6pm : i i - SR i

“IThe Laall; Vanishes” ;r{g,(‘;aﬂrﬁgﬂg'” earing an Okinawan dust in his hair, has become a ﬁx‘bozehs‘cu‘lpt]lglrei m.aie l};y Alillam %St?rife_ld’l left, thtlhe ri‘)f ‘;f

6 PM . EREE - friend to foremen on excavation is studio in Bushwick, Brooklyn. He fell in love with rocks af-
: and construction sites because he ter digging up the backyard of a home he bought years ago.

Jefferson Market Library,
425 Avenue of the Americas,
Manhattan

En route back to England by
train from Switzerland, an old
lady disappears and two young
people investigate. Directed by
Alfred Hitchcock.

FREE

For more information, please call
(212) 243-4334 or visit
www.NYPL.org

¢ For more information, please call
i (718) 658-1680 or visit
www.QueensLibrary.org

: Brooklyn Museum

i BrooklyNites Jazz

S 7PM

: 200 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn
i Led by acclaimed Brooklyn-

: based alto saxophonist Rudresh
i Mahanthappa, the Indo-Pak

¢ Coalition fuses jazz with

i improvised musical forms of

Tuesday, August 16 :

French Institute Alliance

South Asia.

i Suggested admission: $10; $6
: for seniors and students.

saves lots of money and long
hauls. Demolition recycling cen-

ters charge per pound. “If I say ‘1

want that rock’ and you can kind
of tell it weighs almost 900
pounds,” Mr. Distenfeld ex-
plained, “it’s a no-brainer.”

And the rocks have been very
good indeed to Mr. Distenfeld,
who has mined a recycle-happy,
all-natural-friendly cultural mo-
ment to build his commercial ca-
reer. American University re-
cently awarded him a commis-
sion to create a piece out of rocks

ered obstacles,” he said, resting
on one he named for the ancient
Semitic god Baal. “No! This is
what you pray to!”

Mr. Distenfeld, who spent
much of his childhood on the
Lower East Side making sculp-
tures out of tape and coat hang-
ers, fell in love with rocks where
most people learn to hate them —
digging up the backyard of a
home he bought in Greenpoint
some years back. “I am pulling

City Room
News and
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five boroughs:
nytimes.com/cityroom
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early religion, he sees his work in
the context of ancient stone al-
tars on which sacrifices were giv-

Francaise ¢ For more information, please call : h recalls when the lot across the out all these rocks, and I was like, €n, but also in the context of
Rendez-Vous @ FIAF  (718) 638-5000 or visit ge?%ﬁilf(tjionf thﬁ fC(:)l_l(r)l d?ﬁloEllln?: a street was up for grabs beforeit ~ ‘Rocks, huh!’” Brooklyn in the year 402,011 A.D.
6:30 PM i www.BrooklynMuseum.org & b was renovated to a solid wall of “I know that there might not be

22 East 60th Street, Manhattan

Join French speakers of all levels
after work for conversation
moderated by native speakers.
Enjoy wine and cocktails, soft

Friday, August 19

© New York African Diaspora
. International Film Festival

hurst, Queens, that commis-
sioned a rock garden by Mr. Dis-

tenfeld chose him in part because

the work would be made of recy-
cled materials.

town homes. Luckily, he collected

the rocks before they were
hauled off. One ended up as a
fountain for a summer home on

He likes to spend slow days
wandering around and looking at
his rocks. He stares at them to
figure out what they “need.” To
achieve a finished sculpture, he

any humans in 400,000 years,”
Mr. Distenfeld said, smiling. “Be-
cause the sun’s going to go nova
and the entire solar system will

drinks and snacks while making i “The Loves of a Zombie, “We needed someone who Shelter Island. A Fort Greene will score the surface or core become a black hole, so at some
new French and American friends | Lresidential Candidate” could make a fountain which was ~ rock ended upina Carroll Gar-  through, so that one can have the  point the planet’s going to ex-
in a fun, welcoming environment. : 0.PM not like the old Italian style or dens fountain, and other boulders  feeling of peeking inside an an- plode and be blown up by the sun

Admission: $12; free for members.
For more information, please call
(212) 355-6100 or visit
www.FIAF.org

Live at the Gantries

! Riverside Theatre, 91 Claremont
i Avenue, Manhattan

¢ A weirdly hilarious and provocative
i social commentary on Haiti’s

i corrupted politicians and resilient

: population. In Creole with English

whatever,” said Cita Sutnar, who
sits on the board of directors of
the co-op, Grandview Towers.
“Something contemporary. And
it’s feng shui.”

found their way to East River
condos and Park Slope restau-
rants.

Through the center of Mr. Dis-
tenfeld’s studio there is a slim

cient stone. When he feels like it’s
done, it’s done — a process that
can take anywhere from three
days, his fastest, to 10 years.
“What I really want is to get to

explosion. But maybe — maybe
— pieces of these,” he said, ges-
turing out to the flock of rocks
spread before him, “will be in
space and some alien race is look-

Mathew Snow & The Way { subtitles As his end of Brooklyn has gen-  path through a wilderness of the heart of the rock,” Mr. Disten-  ing at it and going, ‘What do you
It Was | . $10: $8 for students trified over the past decade, Mr. stones, coated in uniform gray feld said. think that is?’ And the other one
7 PM ¢ and seniors. Distenfeld has had a field day. He  dust. “These things are consid- Interested in archaeology and  is saying, ‘I don’t know."”

Gantry Plaza State Park, 49th
Avenue and Center Boulevard,
Queens

Singer/songwriter Mathew Snow
draws his bluesy grit from a
northeastern Ohio upbringing,
while guitarist and Japanese native :
Hiro Suzuki plays like an H
old soul from New Orleans in

the 1960s.

FREE

For more information, please visit
www.LiveAtTheGantries.com

: For more information, please call
i (212) 870-6784 or visit
i www.TheRiversideTheatre.org

i Brazilian Endowment for

¢ the Arts

¢ Julia Tygel

i 8PM

i 240 East 52nd Street, Manhattan
i The pianist Julia Tygel will

: present a concert of popular

: Brazilian music as well as her
: own compositions. Flutist Rodrigo

i Ursaia provides accompaniment.

Wednesday, August 17

NASA and Eventi Hotel

“What’s Your Favorite Space?”
10 AM - 4 PM

851 Avenue of the Americas,
Manhattan

The Plaza will be transformed
into a “mini space station” filled
with actual Mars Exploration
Rovers, astronauts and games.
Enjoy activities from driving an
Exploration Rover Uplink across a
lunar terrain, “Space Your Face”
and the “International Space
System Virtual Game.”

FREE

For more information, please call
(212) 564-4567 or visit
www.EventiHotel.com

The Indo-American Arts Council

Admission: $15, $10 for students.
For more information, please call

¢ (212) 371-1556 or visit
www.BrazilianEndowment.org

Saturday, August 20

: Staten Island Museum

i Junior Science Club: Forensics
¢ 10 AM

i 75 Stuyvesant Place, Staten Island
i Put on your detective hats and

i learn some of the science behind
i criminal investigations!

¢ Admission: $8, $5 for members.
: For more information, please call
i (718) 727-1135 or visit

i www.StatenlslandMuseum.org

i Bronx Historical Society

i Anne Hutchinson: A Women
i Abhead of Her Time

S 1PM

EAR DIARY:
Northeast corner of 59th

Street and Fifth Avenue.
My wife and I had just crossed
the street, and I noticed that a
shiny new red convertible had
pulled up to the crosswalk. I
stared longingly at the obviously
pricey vehicle, which was proba-
bly fresh from a stint on display

at the Auto Show, trying to deter-

mine its make and model.
As I continued to stare, I no-

Observations for this column may

be sent to Metropolitan Diary at
diary@nytimes.com or to The
New York Times, 620 Eighth Ave-
nue, New York, N.Y. 10018. Please
include your name, mailing ad-
dress and daytime telephone
number; on request, names may
be withheld in print. Submissions

become the property of The Times

and cannot be returned. They
may be edited, and The Times
may republish them in all media.

METROPOLITAN DIARY

ticed that a police officer who was

right behind us was also eyeing
the flashy car.

“Do you know what it is, offi-
cer?” I asked as he approached
us.

“What?” he replied, not com-
prehending.

“The car,” I said. “The car. Do
you know what make it is?”

“Oh, the car!” he said. “I’m sor-

ry, I didn’t notice it. I was staring
at the pretty blonde in the car.”

Frank P. Tomasulo

Dear Diary:

While I was sitting on the sub-
way in mid-June, a man in his
30s, who was pushing a stroller
with a baby in it and who had an-
other baby strapped to his chest,
sat down opposite me.

The woman next to me asked,
“Are they twins?” He said that
they were and that they were 7
months old.

The same woman next to me
said, “Oh, I have twins, two boys

age 13”

The woman next to her ex-
claimed, “Oh, I have twins, two
boys age 11.”

The man standing up in the
doorway said, “Oh, I am a twin
and I have twins, a boy and a
girl”

At that point, I weighed in, “Oh,
I have 38-year-old twin boys.”

At that moment, a woman sit-
ting nearby jumped up and
yelled, “I am out of here!” And
she stomped down the train car.
Everyone in the subway car
broke out in laughter.

Mark Edelman

Dear Diary:

Every time I see one of Lord &
Taylor’s full-page ads with its
new slogan, “Oh My Lord & Tay-
lor,” I think of the following poem
my mother, the children’s-book
author Alice Low, wrote and sent
to the president of the store dec-
ades ago when all other efforts to
straighten out a bill had failed.
(This worked.)

and I took a bus up First Avenue
en route to the American Mu-
seum of Natural History. The bus
driver seemed a humorless,
stone-faced New Yorker (Bronx
accent).

My husband had paid the fare
($2.25) when I noticed the sign
“Seniors $1.10.” I remarked that
we should pay that, and asked
the driver what to do. “Go sit
down” was the answer.

Two stops later, an older wom-
an was struggling to get on with a
small suitcase. The driver put the
brake on, got off, lifted the bag on
the bus — still no expression or
words. I said to the woman that
he’s a nice bus driver, and she re-
plied, yes, indeed. (No reaction
from the driver.)

A couple of stops later a couple
got on, obviously lost and having
trouble understanding or speak-
ing English. The driver very sto-
ically (and patiently) — again ex-
pressionless — figured out where
they wanted to go. In a few stops,
he told them to get off and where
to go from there.
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I sent two presents to my son
For Christmas, birthday — he

Eloise Andrus




